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Living Will
(STATUTORY DECLARATION IN CONFORMANCE WITH
LOUISIANA NATURAL DEATH ACT, LOUISIANA R.S. 40:1299.58.3)

DECLARATION OF

(PRINT Declarant’s FULL name on line above.)

Declaration made this day of , 20

[, , being of sound mind, willfully and voluntarily make
known my desirethat my dying shdl not be artificdly prolonged under the circumstances set forthbelow, do hereby
declare:

If a any time | should have an incurable injury, disease, or illness certified to be atermind and irreversible
condition by two physcians who have persondly examined me, one of whom shdl be my atending physician, and
the physicdans have determined that my deeth will occur whether or not life-sustaining procedures are utilized and
where the gpplication of life-sugtaining procedures would serve only to atifidaly prolong the dying process, | direct
that such procedures be withhed or withdrawn, and that | be permitted to die naturaly with only the administration
of medication or the performance of any medica procedure deemed necessary to provide me with comfort care.

In the absence of my ability to give directions regarding the use of such life-sustaining procedures, it is my
intention that this declaration shal be honored by my family and physicians as the find expresson of my legd right
to refuse medical or surgica trestment and accept the consequences from such refusal.

| understand the full import of this declaration and | am emotiondly and mentaly competent to make this
declaration.

X Date:
PRINT Declarant’s FULL name HERE ==>

City of resdence:
Parish of residence:

State of resdence: Louisana

(All dates should be the same as date at top of page)

The declarant has been persondly known to me and | believe him or her to be of sound mind.

X* Date:

(Witness-1's signature on line above) (All dates should be the same as date at top of page)

(PRINT Wintess' name, City and/or Parish, State of residence on line above)

X* Date:

(Witness-2's signature on line above) (All dates should be the same as date at top of page)

(PRINT Wintess' name, City and/or Parish, State of residence on line above)

"Witness" means a competent adult who is not related to the declarant or qualified patient, whichever is applicable, by blood or
marriage and who would not be entitled to any portion of the estate of the person from whom life-sustaining procedures are to be
withheld or withdrawn upon his decease.
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PART XXIV-A.

DECLARATIONS CONCERNING LIFE-SUSTAINING PROCEDURES
Louisiana Revised Statutes 40:1299.58.1. Legidative purpose, findings and
intent

A. Purpose and findings (1) The legislature finds that all persons have
the fundamental right to control the decisions relating to their own medical
care, including the decison to have life-sustaining procedures withheld or
withdrawn in instances where such persons ae diagnosed as having a
terminal and irreversible condition.

(2) The legidature further finds that the artificial prolongation of life
for a person diagnosed as having a terminal and irreversible condition may
cause loss of individual and personal dignity and secure only a precarious and
burdensome existence while providing nothing medicaly necessary or
beneficia to the person.

(3) In order that the rights of such persons may be respected even after
they ae no longer able to participate actively in decisions concerning
themselves, the legislature hereby declares that the laws of the state of
Louisiana shall recognize:

(@ The right of such a person to make a declaration instructing his
physician to withhold or withdraw life-sustaining procedures or designating
another to make the treatment decison and make such a declaration for
him, in the event he is diagnosed as having a terminal and irreversible
condition; and

(b) The right of certain individuals to make a declaration
pursuant to which life-sustaining procedures may be withheld or withdrawn
from an adult patient who is comatose, incompetent, or otherwise
physically or mentaly incapable of communication, or from a minor in the
event such adult patient or minor is diagnosed and certified as having a
terminal and irreversible condition.

(4) In furtherance of the rights of such persons, the legisature finds and
declares that nothing in this Part shall be construed to be the exclusive
means by which life-sustaining procedures may be withheld or withdrawn,
nor shall this Pat be construed to require the application of medicaly
inappropriate trestment or life-sustaining procedures to any patient or to
interfere with medica judgment with respect to the application of medical
treatment or life-sustaining procedures.

B. Intent (1) The legislature intends that the provisions of this Part
ae premissve and voluntary.  The legislature further intends that the
making of a declaration pursuant to this Part merely illustrates a means of
documenting a patient's decision relative to withholding or withdrawa of
medical treatment or life-sustaining procedures.

(2) It is the intent of the legislature that nothing in this Part shall be
construed to require the making of a declaration pursuant to this Part.

(3) It is the intent of the legislature that nothing in this Part shall be
construed to be the exclusive means by which life-sustaining procedures may
be withheld or withdrawn, nor shall this Pat be construed to require the
application of medically inappropriate treatment or life-sustaining
procedures to any patient or to interfere with medica judgment with respect
to the application of medical treatment or life-sustaining procedures.

40:1299.58.1A. [Blank]
40:1299.58.2. Definitions

As used in this Part, the following words shall have the meanings ascribed
to them unless the context clearly states otherwise:

(1) “Attending physician" means the physician who has primary
responsibility for the treatment and care of the patient.

(2) "Declaration” means a witnessed document, statement, or expres-
sion voluntarily made by the declarant, authorizing the withholding or
withdrawal of life-sustaining procedures, in accordance with the require-
ments of this Part. A declaration may be made in writing, oraly, or by
other means of nonverbal communication.

(3) "Declarant" means a person who has executed a declaration as
defined herein.

(4) "Hedth care provider" means any health maintenance organization,
home health agency, hospice, hospital, or nursing facility.

(5) "Life-sustaining procedure’ means any medica procedure or
intervention, including but not limited to the invasive administration of
nutrition and hydration, which, within reasonable medical judgment, would
serve only to prolong the dying process for a person diagnosed as having a

terminal and irreversible condition. A "life-sustaining procedure" shall not
include any measure deemed necessary to provide comfort care.

(6) "Minor" means a person who has not reached the age of magjority.

(7) "Physician" means a physician or surgeon licensed by the Louisiana
State Board of Medicd Examiners or by the officd licensing authority of
another state.

(8) "Qudified patient” means a patient diagnosed and certified in
writing & having a terminad and irreversible condition by two physicians
who have personaly examined the patient, one of whom shall be the
attending physician.

(9) "Registry" means a registry for declarations established and
maintained by the secretary of state pursuant to this Part.

(10) "Terminal and irreversible condition" means a continual profound
comatose state with no reasonable chance of recovery or a condition caused
by injury, disease, or illness which, within reasonable medica judgment,
would produce death and for which the application of life-sustaining
procedures would serve only to postpone the moment of death.

-2 (11) "Witness" means a competent adult who is
not related to the declarant or qualified patient, which-
ever is applicable,_by blood or marriage and who
would not be entitled to any portion of the estate of the
person from whom life-sustaining procedures are to be
withheld or withdrawn upon his decease.

40:1299.58.3. Making of declaration; notification; illustrative
form; registry

A. (1) Any adult person may, a any time, make a written declaration
directing the withholding or withdrawa of life-sustaining procedures in the
event such person should have a terminal and irreversible condition.

(2) A written declaration shall be signed by the declarant in the presence
of two witnesses.

(3) An ora or nonverba declaration may be made by an adult in the
presence of two witnesses by any nonwritten means of communication at

any time subsequent to the diagnosis of a terminad and irreversible
condition.
B. (1) It shal be the responsibility of the declarant to notify his

attending physician that a declaration has been made.

(2 In the event the declarant is comatose, incompetent, or otherwise
mentally or physically incapable of communication, any other person may
notify the physician of the existence of the declaration. In addition, the
attending physician or health care facility may directly contact the registry
to determine the existence of any such declaration.

(3) Any attending physician who is so notified, or who determines
directly or is advised by the hedth cae facility thet a declaration is
registered, shall promptly make the declaration or a copy of the declara
tion, if written, or a notation of the existence of a registered declaration a
part of the declarant's medical record.

(4) If the declaration is oral or nonverbal, the physician shall promptly
make a recitation of the reasons the declarant could not make a written
declaration and make the recitation a part of the patient's medica records.

C. (1) The declaration may, but need not, be in the following illustra-
tive fom and may include other specific directions including but not limited
to a designation of another person to make the treatment decision for the
declarant should he be diagnosed & having a termind and irreversible
condition and be comatose, incompetent, or otherwise mentally or
physically incapable of communications:

[Reprinted from June 1996 LOIS CD-ROM]



